LOS ANGELES RIVER ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
A Watershed Moment for Urban Riparian Revival




THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES
WAS FOUNDED BECAUSE OF OUR RIVER.




OUR PREDECESSORS
PARTNERED TO CONTROL THE RIVER
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Changing Courses of
the Los Angeles River
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Los Angeles River 2010

Wildlife Habitat Types
2010 Legend

- Barren
- Coastal Shrub
B Pasture

Los Angeles River 1896
Wildlife Habitat Types

1896 Legend (

E Cropland

D Freshwater Emergent Wetland
- Orchard/Vineyard

|:| Pasture

- Riverine

- Urban

- Unknown

- Valley Foothill Riparian
- Lacustrine




There are no more frogs in
Frogtown (EIy51an VaIIey)







The steelhead trout is gone.







Santa Clara River Waterched

Los Angeles River Watershed

Ballona Creek Watersheds

Dominguez Channel &
L.A. Harbor Watershed

Q=20 LA River = 51 miles

gy City of LA = First 32 miles

City’s Plan = www.lariver.org

San Gabri Focus = 240+ multi-benefit prOjeCtS

2007




THE CITY’S 2007 LOS ANGELES
RIVER REVITALIZATION PLAN:

SantamonicaiBid

s a

Restore a Functional
Riparian Ecosystem (p. 4-19)




THE Los ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION MASTER PLAN M OSt S i g n ifi ca nt C h dan g e

Our River, Our FUTURE

Acquisition of the 42-acre “G-2" rail yard parcel
IS critical to LA River revitalization.
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THE Los ANGELES RIVER REVITALIZATION MASTER PLAN M OSt S i g n ifi ca nt C h dan g e

OQur River, Our FUTURE




LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION FEASIBILITY “ARBOR" STUDY

Recommended Plan
Riparian In’regrohon via Varied Ecological Reintroduction (RIVER)
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LA RIVER ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION FEASIBILITY “ARBOR” STUDY :
4 US Army Corps of Engineers
Recommended Plan BUILDING STRONG,

Riparian Integration via Varied Ecological Rem’rroduchon (RIVER)
» Restore lost aquatic, riparian & ' &
freshwater marsh habitat

* |mprove diversity, quality &
abundance of habitat

* |mprove & restore dynamic
ecological processes

» Restore substrate
* |mprove habitat connectivity
* |ncrease floodplain area

* |mprove sedimentation
processes

* |mprove infiltration & recharge

* Remove & manage invasive/
exotic species

Connect Regional Habitat and “Significant Ecological Areas”

| Increase recreation Opportunities wnhwnm:scmuorsonmeLosAngelesmemndmmmes

ficity to Habitat Fragments and Patches
h and Expand Riparian & Aquatic Habitat




CHALLENGE OF RESTORING A FRAGMENTED SYSTEM:
CONNECTIVITY IS KEY

The Los Angeles River
now drains an 870
square mile watershed.

The federal study’s

ecosystem restoration
focusis on an 11-mile
portion in the City.

| [ significant lmAm
| HabitatAreas (USC)

,‘ .. This area includes existing in-channel riparian
Rt s = ; L : habitat, 2 major tributary confluences, 3 large
" State parks, and very large habitat areas (e.g.,

Griffith & Elysian Parks).




Verdugo Wash Confluence with the LA River

Downtown LA | -
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Verdugo Wash Confluence with the LA River

Downtown LA

In-channel-to-outerbank
and upstream-to-downstream
habitat connections are made

~ Griffith Park
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LA Fiver e Taylor s

RIVER ECOSYSTEM
RESTORATION
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IVER ECOSYSTEM
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LA River at the Cornfields/LA State Historic Park
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LA River at the Cornfields/LA State Historic Park
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25 acres

East Side of River
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STRONG CASE, STRONG SUPPORT=
STRONGER PARTNERS
CASE

» Restoring ecosystem values in 1 of world’s 5
Mediterranean-type regions (only in US)

« Creating habitat in the Pacific Flyway, an
important destination for many avian species on
the international migratory freaty path

«  Stemming and reversing biodiversity loss in the
California Floristic Province, one of Top 25 global
biodiversity loss hotspots

« Strengthening critical connectivity to existing
habitat areas in the Sanfa Monica and San
Gabriel mountain ranges, Angeles National Forest
and Verdugo Hills

« Coalition now calling for Los Angeles River to be
included in the National Park Service Rim of the
Valley Special Resource Area

SUPPORT

« Community organizations held a rally in support.

* 8,500 people signed a petition in support.

* Friends of the Los Angeles River gave $1 million.

« LA Countyis a cost-sharing partner.

« State is partner on lands/acquisition.

» The Nature Conservancy is starting restoration
work in the project areaq.

« Top project of Urban Waters Federal Partnership
LA Pilot




Carol.Armstrong@Iacity.org
Director, LARiverWorks

Office of LA Mayor Eric Garcetti
www.lamayor.org
www.lariver.org




